Please replace the Abstract as rewritten below: 
(see attached) 

Abstract 

A method for encoding a video oignal compriaco the otcpo of ; 

encoding a f irot complete frame by forming a bit otrcam 

containing — information — £e*? — its — oubocqucnt — full — rcconot ruction 
(150) — the — information being prioritiocd — (14 8 ) — into high and — lew 
priority information; 

defining — (1 6 0) — -at — lcaot — one virtual — frame — oh — the baoio — e£ — a 
vcroion — o€ — the — f irot — complete — frame — conotructcd — uoing — fefee — high 
priority information of — the — f irot — complete — frame — in the abocnec 
of at — lcaot — oomo — e£ — the — low priority — information of — the — f irot 
complete frame; and 

encoding — (146) — a — occond — complete — frame — by — forming — a — bit otrcam 
containing information for ito oubocqucnt full reconotruction the 

information being — prioritiocd into high a&& tew priority 

information — enabling — the — occond — complete — frame — fee — be — fully 
rcconot rue ted — en — the — baoio — ei — the — virtual — frame — rather — than — ea 
the baoio — b€ — the — f irot — complete — frame . — A — corrcoponding — decoding 
method io aloo deocribed. 

A method of encoding video frames to produce encoded video 
frames. Each encoded video frame is represented by a bit-stream, 
the bit -stream representative of an encoded video frame including 
high and low priority information. At least some of the low 
priority information is decoded from a bit-stream depending on 
decoding of at least some of the high priority information from 
the bit -stream. The method includes encoding a first video frame 
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to form a first encoded video frame, the first encoded video 
frame being represented by a first bit-stream including high and 
low priority information representative of the first video frame. 
A first complete reference frame is formed by decoding the high 
and low priority information from the first bit-stream. A first 
virtual reference frame is formed using the high priority 
information decoded from the first bit-stream in the absence of 
at least some of the low priority information. 
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